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Dental Treatment in Argentina 
The LATA Foundation is supporting the three Sonrisa dental clinics in Buenos Aires which provide free treatment to disadvantaged 
children. The clinics are run by Todos Juntos Children’s Trust, a charity registered in the UK.   The clinics are very popular and well 
attended by children of all ages living in the city's slums. 
 
This year  the three Sonrisa clinics have provided over 40,000 treatments to over 5,000 children. The LATA Foundation donation of 
£2030, raised via our summer raffle in conjunction with Aerolineas Argentinas and the Argentine Embassy, accounts for around 
10% of their income.   
 
LATA Foundation Case Study:  Marco and Paola 
In February 15 year old Marco arrived at Sonrisa with his 14 year old sister Paola. Both teenagers suffered from serious and painful 
tooth decay and heard about the work of Todos Juntos from neighbours in the Hidalgo slum where they live. It was the first time 
that either of them had visited a dentist. Neither could eat properly and both had suffered for years. Had they not been treated 
they would today most probably both be missing most of their teeth. 

   

                                                   
                                 Marco before                                                                             Marco  Today ς still a  work in progress 
 

Marco and Paola have now each returned 15 times and have undergone hours and hours of dental restoration work. Neither has 
ever missed a single appointment which, when it comes to teenagers from the slums, is quite uncommon.  
 
Betty, the Sonrisa dentist who has been treating Marco and Paola, informs us that the state dental system in Argentina  
does not provide restorative care to children. She estimates that had they gone privately, the work on each child would have cost 
over 5,000 Argentine pesos – an amount their parents could never possibly afford in a lifetime. 
   
Both Marco and Paola are doing well at school. Paola has new confidence and tells us that she wants to be a dentist when she 
grows up because “seeing what we did for her makes her want to learn and do it for others”. 
 

 
Marco, Betty and Paola                              Photo: Todos Juntos 

 

NB. Names of the teenagers have been changed. 
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Reforestation in Peru 
The LATA Foundation is arranging to plant 5,000 trees in Peru this year and is appealing for additional support to plant a further 
5,000.  
 
The project was set up in 2009 by local NGO, ECOAN (Asociacion Ecosistemas Andinos), and to date a total of 102,000 have been 
planted, of which 20,000 have been provided by the LATA Foundation. It is a pretty ambitious project: ECOAN need to plant 
100,000 trees every year to reach a million trees by 2020.   
 
This year’s planting season gets underway on 10 and 11 December when 10,000 saplings will be planted on each day funded by 
LATA member Amazonas Explorer. The saplings are a native Andean Birch and are sourced locally. The tree-planting programme is 
designed to counteract the environmental pressures of tourist activity and to support local communities. The success rate is 
currently over 95%. 
 
We are particularly grateful to The Adventure Company for inviting their passengers to contribute towards reforestation. Their 

contributions were then matched by the company and raised over £2000.   The LATA Foundation is actively appealing to 

supporters, travel companies and organizations dealing with Peru to get involved and to help us plant more trees. Each sapling 

costs $1 (61p) so a contribution of £15 will purchase 25 trees which might make an unusual gift for someone this Christmas. 

Nicaragua Water Project 
The LATA Foundation has announced they will be purchasing a mile of pipes for a water project to supply clean drinking water to 
over one thousand people in the impoverished community of La Prusia, located southwest of the city of Granada in Nicaragua. 
They are appealing for support to fund two more miles of pipes. 
  
“We announced this project at the PooFest music festival in September.” says David Gilmour, LATA Foundation chairman. “ The 
PooFest raised the funds to provide and install a water pump to kick start the project. The water pump will be ready by Christmas 
but is part of a much bigger plan to replace an antiquated, inefficient and unreliable water system which will require 3 miles of 
pipes and a second pump.” 
 
Angel Saenz Badillos of local NGO Casas de la Esperanza comments: “Thanks to your support the thousand residents  will soon 
have a steady, regular water supply.  They will be able to drink clean water, cook, wash, do the laundry and to send their children 
to school wearing clean clothes.” 
 
Nicaragua is one of the poorest countries in Latin America, where almost half of the population currently live below the poverty 
line on less than US$1 per day. 79% live on less than $2 a day. 

 
 “A mile of pipes costs £2030,” explains David.  “There are 5,280 feet in a mile.  So a donation of £10 will provide 26 feet of pipes, 
£20 purchases 52 feet. It will only take two hundred and three donations of £10 to help us purchase another mile and it might 
make an unusual Christmas present for someone special. A generous sponsor might like to contribute £500 for a quarter of a mile. 
The LATA Foundation will provide certificates.” 

        
     Sample certificates: £15 purchases 25 trees for reforestation in Peru and 203 donations of £10 will purchase a mile of pipes for Nicaragua. 
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Natural Cosmetics in Guatemala 
Following the visit by Claire Betts of our projects team to Guatemala in September, we have received an application for funds to 
provide further support and equipment from As Green as it Gets. In 2009 we provided a 20 ton combination hot and cold oil press 
to process macadamia oil, cocoa butter and avocado oil, a filtration system and vacuum distiller for turning wasted coffee fruit 
into ethyl alcohol for use in cosmetics. We also supplied scales, mixers and packaging equipment for a range of products, including 
face and hand creams, and a line of scented oils, soaps and shampoos.  
 
As Green as it Gets have asked for $3500 for additional support for product development and further equipment. They have asked 
for a steam distiller to produce essential oils from flower petals to give the cosmetics their scent and for another hot and cold 
press to produce the carrier oils (from macadamia nuts, castor beans and coconuts). Our trustees are sending $1200 immediately 
and are inviting additional contributions to support the project. 
   
You can read Claire’s report about Maria Benita’s Lip Balm in the project pages of our website. 
 
 

Please Adopt a Turtle in Venezuela this Christmas 
There are 5 types of turtle in Venezuela: hawksbill and leatherback turtles are both on the World Conservation Union critically 
endangered list; green, loggerhead and Olive Ridley turtles are endangered. The LATA Foundation is supporting the work of 
CICTMAR, the Centro de Investigación y Conservación de Tortugas Marinas, to protect turtles on two beaches in the Paria 
Peninsula, a nesting site for loggerhead and green turtles and the most important mainland nesting location for leatherback 
turtles. 
 
It costs £60 to adopt a turtle and £50 to adopt a hatching nest. You can adopt a pair of turtles and a hatching nest for just £150. 
The LATA Foundation and CICTMAR will produce relevant certificates for what you adopt.  
 
Adopting a turtle could make an ideal present for someone this Christmas. 

 

 
 
To adopt a turtle please contact info@latafoundation.org 
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Sewing School in Mexico 
In March the LATA Foundation provided 12 sewing machines for a sewing school in Puerto Vallarta. The school opened in April 
2011. The sewing machines cost just £1650, are owned by local NGO New Life Mexico and are on loan to the school. The local 
authorities are providing the building and a teacher, Maria  Magdalena Barragan, who has 16 years experience and who also runs 
courses in cooking, hairdressing and beauty treatments. 
 
Maria Magdalena Barragan tells us that the 12 sewing machines have had a huge impact and have enabled more people to 
participate in the courses/classes. The sewing school currently has 3 groups; 21 students on Mondays and Tuesdays from 9am to 
1pm; 19 students on Wednesdays and Thursdays 9am-1pm and a group of 16 students on Mondays and Wednesdays 4pm – 7pm.  
The students – men as well as women –are being trained with new skills from the basics to advanced sewing and embroidery 
techniques from which they can then generate an income. 
 

 
Maria del Carmen                                   Photo: New Life Mexico 

 

/ŀǎŜ {ǘǳŘȅΥ aŀǊƛŀ ŘŜƭ /ŀǊƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
Maria del Carmen lives with her husband in a rented house. Her husband works collecting cans and other aluminium items for 
recycling – he is paid approximately 17 pesos a kilo (94p).  
 
Maria del Carmen has been on the course for 3 months. She has already learnt how to make household items such as napkins, 
covers for toasters and liquidizers and table cloths which she sells in the markets.  She has been particularly successful in the 
tourist markets and can take home 300 pesos a day (£16) which is making a very big difference to their income.  
 

Maria del Carmen is currently saving up for a sewing machine as she does not own one.  At the moment she borrows one from a 
friend and she sometimes stays on after class to complete the pieces she is making.  She tells us that she feels really happy and 
would like to open a shop with some of her classmates. 
  

Contributions 
The LATA Foundation is now helping thousands of people throughout Latin America. None of our work would be possible without 
the financial assistance of our sponsors and individual donors. We are enormously grateful to them for their support. 
 

If you would like to make a contribution or a monthly donation towards our projects it is easy to do so via the link on our website 
or through www.justgiving.com/lata. Please remember that if you are a UK taxpayer we will be able to claim an additional 20% via 
Gift Aid.  If you would like your funds to be earmarked for a specific project please let us know when prompted. Otherwise please 
send an e-mail to info@latafoundation.org. 
 
We wish all our supporters and readers a very Happy Christmas. 
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