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The LATA Foundation 

 
 

The LATA Foundation is dedicated to promoting responsible business practices in the tourism industry as 
well as sustainable development, conservation and poverty relief in Latin America. 
 
Established in 2008 the Foundation works with individuals, organisations and businesses with an interest or 
passion for Latin America to help support grass-root projects that have genuine benefit on communities 
throughout the region. Thanks to the support of members, the LATA Foundation has already begun to make 
a difference. Over 20,000 trees were planted in Peru in January 2009 and we are helping to fund a cottage 
industry in Guatemala to produce natural cosmetics. We have begun a waste-management and recycling 
project in Brazil and are supporting the work of Children of the Andes in Colombia. Throughout summer 
2009 we raised funds for a new clinic to provide free dental care to disadvantaged children in Buenos Aires.  
 
The LATA Foundation is a  registered charity, independent of the Latin American Travel Association and 
embraces support from Embassies, Airlines, Tour Operators, Travel Agents, local travel specialists, tourists 
and travellers, as well as other businesses and organisations involved in Latin America.  
 
All the people involved with the LATA Foundation are unpaid volunteers. They do not even receive a penny 
for their travel expenses to attend meetings or events. The organisation has no office overheads and very 
small administration expenses (eg justgiving.com, bank and companies house charges).  This way supporters, 
donors and corporate partners can be confident that their funds are going directly to the projects we 
support and are not frittered away on administration, salaries or expenses.    
  
 
 

Aims of the LATA Foundation 
 

 Preservation, conservation and the protection of the environment.  

 Relief of Poverty.  

 Promotion of sustainable means of achieving economic growth and regeneration.  

 Promotion of ethical and responsible business practices.  
 
 
 
 

Contact us: 
   General:   info@latafoundation.org 
   Chairman:    dgilmour@latafoundation.org 
   Vice-chairman:   jforgham@latafoundation.org 
   Trustees:   trustees@latafoundation.org 
   Projects:   projects@latafoundation.org 
   PR and Marketing:   press@latafoundation.org 
   Events and Fundraising:  events@latafoundation.org 
 

mailto:info@latafoundation.org
mailto:dgilmour@latafoundation.org
mailto:jforgham@latafoundation.org
mailto:trustees@latafoundation.org
mailto:projects@latafoundation.org
mailto:press@latafoundation.org
mailto:events@latafoundation.org
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Our Projects 
 
The LATA Foundation is already making a difference. We have supported the following projects to date: 

 
 Reforestation in Peru: 20,500 trees planted with the help of three communities. 

 Natural cosmetics in Guatemala: funding a cottage industry producing shampoos, soaps and face creams. 

 Children in Colombia: working with Children of the Andes to  help vulnerable children and young people 

 Recycling and Waste-management in Brazil: an education and environmental project 

 New Dental clinic in Buenos Aires: giving  free dental care to disadvantaged children. Opened Oct 2009   

For further information about our projects please click the Projects PDF button on our website. 
 
The Foundation is currently looking into schemes in Venezuela, Chile,  Ecuador and Mexico which may have an 
environmental or social welfare focus, such as wildlife protection, health education, mosquito netting to local 
communities, vaccination programmes and clean water projects. We hope eventually to have involvement in all 
areas throughout the region.   
 
The LATA Foundation welcomes input from our members and supporters. If you know of a project in Latin 
America which needs help and support, please let us know. 
 
 
Case Study: Our Guatemala Project 
 

 
Maria Benita 
 

A cottage industry profile: Maria Benita’s Lip Balm 
 
We are delighted to introduce you to Maria Benita. Maria has produced a 
lip balm made from beeswax and macadamia oil which is proving a great 
success. The production process is supporting the Gonzalez family in 
beekeeping, a number of farmers in the production of macadamia nuts and 
the Pinzon family in processing macadamia oil.   
 
By supporting local farmers in producing castor beans, aloe vera, 
cardamom, cacao, pine kernel, avocados and coffee fruit, by providing 
capital equipment and training   processors, we are helping produce new 
products for which there is already a market. Maria Benita has already sold 
1000 units of her lip balm. 

 

Visit our Projects 
If you are travelling to Latin America you would like to visit one of our projects this can easily be 
arranged if you have the time within your itinerary. If you are booking with one of the specialist 
tour operators for Latin America in the UK they will be able to set this up for you via their own  
ground agents in Latin America.  If you have booked with your own travel agency or have sourced 
your own flights and accommodation on line  please contact us in good time, outlining which 
project you would like to visit, preferred dates and number of people. 
info@latafoundation.org 

 

mailto:info@latafoundation.org
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LATA Foundation Trustees 
 
Our trustees have considerable expertise and experience in the travel industry as specialists dealing with Latin 
America.   
 

Richard Brass worked in international banking in the City and in the leisure industry in the United States. 
He has been involved with the travel industry to Latin America since 1994  and is a director of Austral 
Tours Ltd. He is currently the treasurer of the Latin America Travel Association (LATA). 
 

Edward Paine spent 10 years farming in Venezuela and Brazil. He has been involved in the travel 
industry since 1991 as Managing Director of Last Frontiers Ltd. Edward is Chairman of the Latin 
America Travel Association.  

  
Claire Antell is very well known throughout the tourism industry and has extensive experience 
in organising events and liaising with high level Government and Diplomatic officials. Claire has also 
worked as a volunteer for the Terence Higgins Trust and as a fundraiser and events organiser for the 
Rainbow Trust. She is the Executive Secretary of LATA and the UK representative of Guyana based tour-
operating company. 
 
Jill Forgham worked as the Managing Director of an advertising company in Venezuela and subsequently 
with the British Embassy in assessing local NGOs and projects there, for UK Government funding. She has 
since been working in the travel industry as a specialist for Latin America and was a founding Trustee of 
Veniňos, a UK based charity, which raises funds for help disadvantaged children in urban Venezuela.   
Jill is the vice-chairman of the LATA Foundation. 

 
Simon Heyes has lived and worked as a tour guide in both Chile and Venezuela. He has been involved 
with Latin America since 1994, as a travel specialist for UK based tour operators and is the proprietor of 
the international marketing and representation company, Senderos. 

 Chris Pickard lived and worked in Brazil for over 20 years and established and ran the Brazilian 
government’s first overseas Tourist Office in London. He has worked professionally in journalism since 
1974  writing extensively about all aspects of Brazil and South America. An ex-director of communications 
for the World Travel & Tourism Council, he is currently Managing Director of Critical Divide, a marketing 
and PR consultancy that specialises in tourism, the arts and Latin America. Chris is Vice-Chairman of LATA. 

 
David Gilmour is the chairman of the LATA Foundation following a successful career in the travel industry 
as a director of South American Experience. He has worked as a volunteer for the homeless and has been 
a fundraiser for the Multiple Sclerosis Society.  
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LATA Foundation Subcommittees 
 
 The LATA Foundation has set up three teams of volunteers to deal with Projects, Fundraising and Events 
 and PR and Marketting. In addition to regular meetings of each of the committees the heads of the  

committees hold regular meetings with   
  

Projects 
The Projects teams is headed up by Stuart Whittington. Members include Lucy Clarke from Exsus, Matilda 
Dean from Abercrombie and Kent, Ed Miles from Last Frontiers, Rosario Arroyo from Metropolitan 
Touring and Isabelle Mazille from Journey Latin America.  The projects team evaluates all projects, 
recommends projects to the board of trustees for approval, recommends LATA Foundation 
Representatives to monitor projects and oversees all projects.  We would welcome two more volunteers 
for this committee. 

 
PR and Marketting 
Anna Francis is heading up the PR committee which consists of  Laura Smith from Cox and Kings, Rosie 
Robbins from Ogilvy PR, Emma Cashmore of Axis Travel Marketing and Vicky Legg from Orient Express. 
The PR and Marketing team produce all press releases, power point presentations, newsletters and 
publicity material. 

  
 Events and Fundraising  

The main point of contact for the Fundrasing and Events committee is Claire Antell. The team includes 
Lillian Mathieson of Americas, Lizzy Diaz from Last Frontiers, Emma Chaplin of Exsus, Mille Howells from 
the Ultimate Travel Company, Megan Parkinson of Journey Latin America and Louise Mumford from 
South American Experience.   The fundraising and events team are working on a range of events for 2010. 
We would welcome three more volunteers for this committee.   

 
 

Special thanks: 
 
               I would very much like to thank Jayne Cromwell of the Mental Health Foundation. Jayne has 8 years 

experience as a professional fundraiser and has given the Events and Fundraising Committee some 
               very useful guidance and pointers.  Her ideas, encouragement and support have been enormously 

helpful. 
               
               David Gilmour 
               Chairman 

 
 
  

LATA Foundation Ambassadors 

Individuals who offer particular support to the LATA Foundation may be nominated by the Trustees to be listed as 
LATA Foundation Ambassadors on the LATA Foundation website (www.latafoundation.org). 

These may be substantial donors or individuals who do something significant to support the work of the LATA 
Foundation, such as fundraising events. 

If you would like to get more involved with the LATA Foundation please contact us on info@latafoundation.org. 

 
 

http://www.latafoundation.org/
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How you can help us 

 
Get involved with the LATA Foundation 
If you would like to get more involved with the LATA Foundation there are lots of ways you can help us, with 
fundraising, organising events, supporting our members, finding prizes for raffles and competitions,   campaigning 
and raising the profile of the organisation and getting involved with projects. 
 

Fundraising  
Although the LATA Foundation plans a series of fundraising events there is lots you can do to help. Here are just a 
few ideas for starters:  
 

 Hold a quiz night in your local pub 

 Set up a swear box in your office 

 Organise a raffle 

 Hold a fête  

 Arrange  an auction of promises 

 Have a whip-round for small change in your office 

 Arrange a challenge such as sky-diving, bungee-jumping or walking on glass 

 Sponsor your boss to wash cars 

 Organise a fancy-dress party  

 Sponsored silence 

 Sell  home-made cakes or  home grown vegetables 

 
Donations 
We appreciate that times are tough but if you can make a regular donation, either by standing order or by direct 
debit this would help us enormously. The more you give, the more we raise, the more we can do.  
 
Donate by Bank Transfer:  

Lloyds TSB, Victoria Branch, London, SW1  
Account Name: The LATA Foundation  
Account Number: 00875148  
Sort Code: 30-90-69  
IBAN: GB70 LOYD 3090 6900 8751 48  
BIC: LOYDGB21189  

 
Donate by Cheque:  

The LATA Foundation, 20 Upper Tachbrook Street, London SW1V 1SH  
 
Donate on line: 

Visit the LATA Foundation online at www.justgiving.com/lata.  
 
Gift Aid: 

It helps us if individual donors who are UK tax payers could complete and return a copy of the Gift Aid 
form (if paying directly to us). We can claim an additional 28% to the amount you donate helping your 
funds go further.  
 

Leave a legacy 
If you have made a will then perhaps the next time you review it you could remember us. If you haven’t yet made 
a will, then you know that it makes sense, particularly if you are married, own a house or a 
business or have dependents.  

http://www.justgiving.com/lata
http://www.latafoundation.org/docs/LATA_Foundation_Gift_Aid_Form_1123580.pdf
http://www.latafoundation.org/docs/LATA_Foundation_Gift_Aid_Form_1123580.pdf
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Corporate Partners 
 
We would very much like to thank the following companies for their support and donations: 

 
Category:  Silver:    Bronze     

Last Frontiers   Americas 
Tucan Travel   cazenove+loyd 
Senderos   SASPO 
Passion for Travel  About U Travel 
Austral Tours   Antell Insurance Associated 
Aerolineas Argentinas 
Embassy of Argentina 
Sunvil Latin America 

 
If you or your organisation would like to receive an information pack from us outlining the benefits to your 
organisation of becoming a corporate partner, please let us know. 
 
 
 

How we can help you 
 
Information 
If you need information about any of our projects or require leaflets about the LATA Foundation, please let us 
know. If you require a logo for anything you produce, please contact us.  If you need to talk to any of the trustees 
or need the active support of any of the LATA Foundation Ambassadors, please get in touch. 
  

Guidance 
We can help you plan and set up events. The key things are to decide the type of event, date and venue, working 
out what needs to be done,  ensuring sufficient volunteers to manage the event, to keep it safe, to promote the 
event and, of course, to collect donations!  

 
Publicity 
We can help publicise your activities via our newsletters, campaigns and contacts.  
It is easy and quick to set up a fundraising page on www.justgiving.com but we can help you if necessary. 
 
 

Newsletters 
We produce regular newsletters. We would prefer to send these by e-mail to keep our costs down. 
If you have anything to add, please let us know at press@latafoundation.org. 

 
 

http://www.justgiving.com/
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