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The LATA Foundation 
 

The LATA Foundation is dedicated to promoting responsible business practices in the tourism industry as 
well as sustainable development, conservation and poverty relief in Latin America. 
 
Established in 2008 the Foundation works with individuals, organisations and businesses with an interest or 
passion for Latin America to help support grass-root projects that have genuine benefit on communities 
throughout the region. Thanks to the support of members, the LATA Foundation has already begun to make 
a difference. Over 20,000 trees were planted in Peru in January 2009 and we are helping to fund a cottage 
industry in Guatemala to produce natural cosmetics. We have begun a waste-management and recycling 
project in Brazil and are supporting the work of Children of the Andes in Colombia. Throughout summer 
2009 we raised funds for a new clinic to provide free dental care to disadvantaged children in Buenos Aires.  
 
The LATA Foundation is a  registered charity, independent of the Latin American Travel Association and 
embraces support from Embassies, Airlines, Tour Operators, Travel Agents, local travel specialists, tourists 
and travellers, as well as other businesses and organisations involved in Latin America.  
 
All the people involved with the LATA Foundation are unpaid volunteers. They do not even receive a penny 
for their travel expenses to attend meetings or events. The organisation has no office overheads and very 
small administration expenses (eg justgiving.com, bank and companies house charges).  This way supporters, 
donors and corporate partners can be confident that their funds are going directly to the projects we 
support and are not frittered away on administration, salaries or expenses.    
  
 

Aims of the LATA Foundation 
 

 Preservation, conservation and the protection of the environment.  

 Relief of Poverty.  

 Promotion of sustainable means of achieving economic growth and regeneration.  

 Promotion of ethical and responsible business practices.  
 
 

Our Projects 
 
The LATA Foundation is already making a difference. We have funded a reforestation programme in Peru (please 
see page 4) and are supporting a small cottage industry in Guatemala producing natural cosmetics (page 5).  In 
Colombia we are supporting a project helping disadvantaged and vulnerable children and we have started a waste 
management and recycling initiative in Brazil (page 6). We have also raised  funds for a new clinic  in Buenos Aires 
to provide free dental care to disadvantaged children (page6). 
 
The Foundation is currently looking into schemes in Venezuela, Chile,  Ecuador and Mexico which may have an 
environmental or social welfare focus, such as wildlife protection, health education, mosquito netting to local 
communities, vaccination programmes and clean water projects. We hope eventually to have involvement in all 
areas throughout the region.   
 
The LATA Foundation welcomes input from our members and supporters. If you know of a project in Latin 
America which needs help and support, please let us know: projects@latafoundation.org 
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Current Projects supported by the LATA Foundation 
 

 
Tree planting in Peru, Jan 2009 

Reforestation in PERU  
Thanks to the support of members and donors the LATA Foundation has already begun to make a difference.  We 
have funded a tree-planting programme in the Lares and Urubamba districts of Peru to counteract the 
environmental pressures of tourist activity and to support local communities. The region has suffered 
deforestation due to the demand for firewood both from local communities and for tourist campfires.  
 
A magnificent total of 20,500 trees were planted in January 2009. This involved over 600 volunteers from  215 
families in three communities. A fantastic acheivement by all. The project was arranged and supervised by ECOAN 
(Asociación Ecosistemas Andinos) and was monitored by the LATA Foundation Representative in Peru, Paul 
Cripps. Our thanks to all involved. 
 
The project will provide habitat for endangered species of flora and fauna and to produce essential and 
sustainable resources for energy supplies. A further project aims to support the Lares communities on an ongoing 
basis by providing Medical Supplies and First Aid Kits for four villages in the area.  
 
Gregorio Ferro, vice-president of ECOAN,  confirmed by e-mail on 21 Sept 2009 that the success rate of the 
saplings planted exceeded 92% in each of the three areas identified for reforestation. 

 
In summary,  Lares:   8000 trees planted, success rate 94% 
                       Huacahuasi :  5500 planted, 92.67% success 
   Cuncani :   7000 planted, 93.67% success 
 
Of 20,500 trees planted the overall success rate is in excess of 93.5%. 
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Gathering castor beans for making natural cosmetics in Guatemala. 

Natural Cosmetics from Guatemala 
The LATA Foundation is funding a cottage industry near Antigua, Guatemala to produce natural cosmetics in 
conjunction with As Green as it Gets. We arranged sufficient funds to buy a 20 ton oil press to process coconut oil, 
cocoa butter and avocado oil, a filtration system and vacuum distiller, scales, blenders and all the necessary 
equipment for producing and packaging a range of products, including hand cream and a line of scented oils.  
 
Franklin Voorhes from As Green as it Gets  has confirmed that the following products are currently in production: 

 Face and hand creams from avocado oil, macadamia oil and castor oil. 

 Hand sanitizer from alcohol gel, carrier oils (macadamia and avocado) and essential oils.  
 Soap from castor oil and essential oils. 

 Lip balm from macadamia oil and beeswax. 

 Shampoo from castor oil and avocado oil. 
 
In addition to supporting the people who are producing these products, the project is helping the farmers who 
are growing the ingredients and the bee-keepers from whom the beeswax is obtained. The project is also 
supporting the families of the people who are processing the ingredients to  extract the oil.  The project is being 
monitored by Becky Harris, the LATA Foundation Representative in Guatemala. Many thanks to all involved. 

 

  
Maria Benita

A cottŀƎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΥ aŀǊƛŀ .ŜƴƛǘŀΩǎ [ƛǇ .ŀƭƳ 
We are delighted to introduce you to Maria Benita. Maria has 
produced a lip balm made from beeswax and macadamia oil 
which is proving a great success. The production process is 
supporting the Gonzalez family in beekeeping, a number of 
farmers in the production of macadamia nuts and the Pinzon 
family in processing macadamia oil.   
 
By supporting local farmers in producing castor beans, aloe 
vera, cardamom, cacao, pine kernel, avocados and coffee fruit, 
by providing capital equipment and training   processors, we 
are helping produce new products for which there is already a 
market. Maria Benita has already sold 1000 units of her lip 
balm. 
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Supporting vulnerable children in Colombia 
The LATA Foundation is  pleased to be supporting the work of Children of the Andes 
(www.childrenoftheandes.orgύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 
Current projects include a community programme in the Coffee Region that works to give disadvantaged children 
the support they need to return to school, offering them vocational training to prepare them for a better future, 
and an important research programme that is investigating the damaging effects of some aspects of the tourism 
industry in Cartagena.  
The LATA Foundation received an e-mail from Colombia on 15 Sept from Jo Wickens of Children of the Andes. 

 άwŀŎƘŜƭ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀΦΦΦ We have a very hectic schedule visiting projects and 
other ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΧΦ With warmest wishes, and renewed thanks to 
everybody at the LATA  Foundation for the support they have given this year to some of  Colombia's most 
ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  

 
 
Waste Management and Recycling initiative in Brazil 

In June 2009, the LATA Foundation began  supporting a  recycling and waste management project in Vila 
Picinguaba, a fishing village uniquely located in ǘƘŜ /ƻǎǘŀ ±ŜǊŘŜΩǎ ! {ŜǊǊŀ Řƻ aŀǊ tŀǊƪ ς between Sao Paulo 

and Rio de Janeiro - in conjunction with Brazilian NGO, APIS. The project involves environmental education 
and direct action to reduce water contamination, and encourage composting and recycling activities. 
The project also involves the construction of a bamboo educational and cultural centre for the benefit of 
the local community. 
 

Dental Clinic in Buenos Aires 
Throughout Summer 2009 we ran a fund-raising raffle to raise money for Sonrisa III, a new clinic in the San Martin 
area of Buenos Aires to provide free dental care to disadvantaged children. The project is being run by Todos 
Wǳƴǘƻǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ǊǳǎǘΣ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ UK and already operating two clinics in Buenos Aires. The new 
clinic opened at the end of October 2009 and is expected to help 350 children in the first year of operation, 800 in 
the second.    
 
The LATA Foundation would like to thank the following organisations for their cooperation and generous support 
for the raffle:  Aerolineas Argentinas, the Embassy of the Argentine Republic, Faena Hotel + Universe, Vitrum 
Hotel and ATP Argentina Travel Partners. 
 
The draw was held at the Residence of the Argentine Ambassador in Belgrave Square on 14 Sept 2009 in the 
presence of the Consul of the Argentine Republic  and a number of invited guests at an evening reception 
sponsored by the British Argentine Chamber of Commerce, the National Institute of Tourism Promotion and the 
Argentine Embassy in the UK.  
 
The LATA Foundation is particularly grateful to Javier Pedrazzini, head of culture and tourism at the Argentine 
Embassy, Cesar Campoy, counsellor at the Embassy of Argentina and to Max Campos of Aerolineas Argentinas. 
Thanks also to the staff at Aerolineas Argentinas for selling tickets at the Cartier Polo Cup and at the Birding Fair in 
Rutland and to Ed Paine and his staff at Last Frontiers for selling tickets at their summer party. We are also 
grateful to the members of the projects, events and pr committees for selling tickets too. 
 
The lucky winner of the raffle  has won a return ticket to Buenos Aires with Aerolineas Argentinas plus three 
nights accommodation at the Faena and three at the Vitrum together with airport-hotel transfers provided by ATP 
Argentina Travel Partners. There will also be an opportunity to visit the new dental clinic.  

     
 
NB. Todos Juntos is a registered charity: 1115344 

http://www.childrenoftheandes.org/
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Visit our Projects 
If you are travelling to Latin America you would like to visit one of our projects this can easily be 
arranged if you have the time within your itinerary. If you are booking with one of the specialist 
tour operators for Latin America in the UK they will be able to set this up for you via their own  
ground agents in Latin America.  If you have booked with your own travel agency or have sourced 
your own flights and accommodation on line  please contact us in good time, outlining which 
project you would like to visit, preferred dates and number of people. 
info@latafoundation.org 
 

 
Corporate Partners 
 
We would very much like to thank the following companies for their support and donations: 

 
Category:  Silver:    Bronze     

Last Frontiers   Americas 
Tucan Travel   cazenove+loyd 
Senderos   SASPO 
Passion for Travel  About U Travel 
Austral Tours   Antell Insurance Associated 
Aerolineas Argentinas 
Embassy of Argentina 
Sunvil Latin America 

 
If you or your organisation would like to receive an information pack from us outlining the benefits to your 
organisation of becoming a corporate partner, please let us know. 
 

How you can help us 
Get involved with the LATA Foundation 
If you would like to get more involved with the LATA Foundation there are lots of ways you can help us, with 
fundraising, organising events, supporting our members, finding prizes for raffles and competitions,   campaigning 
and raising the profile of the organisation and getting involved with projects. 
 

Donations 
We appreciate that times are tough but if you can make a regular donation, either by standing order or by direct 
debit this would help us enormously. The more you give, the more we raise, the more we can do.  
 
Donate by Bank Transfer:  

Lloyds TSB, Victoria Branch, London, SW1  
Account Name: The LATA Foundation  
Account Number: 00875148  
Sort Code: 30-90-69  
IBAN: GB70 LOYD 3090 6900 8751 48  
BIC: LOYDGB21189  

 
Donate by Cheque:  

The LATA Foundation, 20 Upper Tachbrook Street, London SW1V 1SH  
 
Donate on line: 

Visit the LATA Foundation online at www.justgiving.com/lata.  

mailto:info@latafoundation.org
http://www.justgiving.com/lata
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News and Events 
If you are planning an event, do let us know and we will help with publicity, fundraising ideas and 
campaigning:  events@latafoundation.org 
 
Please see our regular newsletters and click onto the events section of our website. 
 
 
How we can help you 
Information 
If you need information about any of our projects or require leaflets about the LATA Foundation, please let us 
know. If you require a logo for anything you produce, please contact us.  If you need to talk to any of the trustees 
or need the active support of any of the LATA Foundation Ambassadors, please get in touch. 
  

Guidance 
We can help you plan and set up events. The key things are to decide the type of event, date and venue, working 
out what needs to be done,  ensuring sufficient volunteers to manage the event, to keep it safe, to promote the 
event and, of course, to collect donations!  

 
Publicity 
We can help publicise your activities via our newsletters, campaigns and contacts.  
It is easy and quick to set up a fundraising page on www.justgiving.com but we can help you if necessary. 
 
 

Newsletters 
We produce regular newsletters. We would prefer to send these by e-mail to keep our costs down. 
If you have anything to add, please let us know at press@latafoundation.org. 
 

 

 
Contact us: Projects:  Projects@latafoundation.org 

Fundraising and Events: Events@latafoundation.org 
PR and Marketing: Press@latafoundation.org 

 
 
 

          
 
 

mailto:events@latafoundation.org
http://www.justgiving.com/
mailto:press@latafoundation.org
mailto:Projects@latafoundation.org
mailto:Press@latafoundation.org

